Money thing happens on way to Forum
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It's almost time again for an annual rite of spring on Long Island: the LI/NY Metro Capital Forum.

The gathering is an eHarmony of sorts that brings together entrepreneurs who need money and capitalists looking for a good investment. 

Since 1995, investors have plunked down more than $100 million in companies they connected with at the forum, according to the Long Island Capital Alliance, the Garden City group that sponsors the event.

SPD Control Systems Corp., one of 16 companies that exhibited at last year's event, received $200,000 in "angel money" to help make and market a centralized electronic system that darkens special windows in cars, airplanes and buildings to protect against a blazing sun.

	Jay Moskowitz of SPD Control Systems Corp. is reflected in a panel as he demonstrates his company’s automated tinted glass product at the LI / NY Metro Forum in Melville.




Jay Moskowitz, founder and chairman of the Stony Brook company, had sought $5 million in financing. But the glass he needed for his system wasn't in production last year, so many investors passed on his company's idea.
Now a chemical division of the Japanese electronic giant Hitachi makes the glass, and Moskowitz said his company is close to clinching orders with several large automobile manufacturers. 

And he hopes to use that leverage to go back to some of the investors he met at the forum.

"We expect things to start moving for us very quickly," he said.

This year's event is June 7 from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. at the Huntington Hilton. For more information, call 516-338-1801 or go to licapital.org.

